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Here's to a productive 2016 for everyone! 
  
Clearly, my predecessor, Gregory Gicewicz, has been busy in his term as President of the 
Board of Directors of the Healthcare Laundry Accreditation Council (HLAC). There have 
been a number of accomplishments during Greg's tenure of which he can take credit and 
of which we can all take pride. With a great measure of thanks and appreciation, we look 
forward to Greg's continuing participation and service to the board as Past President. 
  
When I look ahead to some of the things I hope we can accomplish this year and during 
my term as HLAC Board President, I immediately focus on one of the slides at the top of 
our new HLAC website. It's the slide with the newborn baby and the straightforward 
message: 
  
"We envision a world where it's a given that every healthcare linen is processed by an 
HLAC-accredited laundry." 

  
Some might say we're being a little over-ambitious here. I would respond that some said 
similar things about U.S. President John F. Kennedy's vision in his famous "We choose to 
go to the moon" speech back in the early '60s. It was Kennedy's goal before the decade 
was out of "landing a man on the moon and returning him safely to earth." 
  
It was Kennedy's statement that gave momentum to the space race; it got people excited 
- it got their juices flowing, and they found it bold and daring. Of course, we know how that 
mission turned out, with the first landing on the moon on July 20, 1969. 
  
So, it's with this kind of thinking in mind that we truly do envision a world of HLAC-
accredited laundries. We're certainly generating interest and action. Inspections and 
renewals are at record levels. People in the industry from around the world want to know 
more about HLAC and its standards - we've seen this this from our attendance at various 
industry shows in the United States and from our presence at the recent Gulf Laundrex 
Linen Care Expo held in Dubai, UAE. 
  
Looking ahead I see the following as important to our cause. We want to:  

 Expand familiarity of the HLAC brand to ensure it becomes synonymous with all 
endeavors to prevent infections and improve patient outcomes 

 Expand recognition of HLAC beyond healthcare laundry professionals to infection 
preventionists, nurses, materials management, contracting, risk management, and 
environmental services professionals, the C-suite and, yes, patients and their 
families 

 Educate the general public, patiets and patient families - through aggressive 
communications - of the importance of requesting that their hospitals and nursing 
homes use HLAC-accredited healthcare laundries 

 Continue to expand the use of HLAC Standards and thus accredited laundries 
internationally 

 Work collaboratively with like-minded laundry organizations for the benefit of the 
industry, industry professionals and the healthcare and hospitality industries 

 Tap the many and far-reaching talents of the HLAC Board of Directors to help 
spread news and information about our cause and vision. 

 Our work continues!  
  
About HLAC 
The Healthcare Laundry Accreditation Council (HLAC) is a nonprofit organization formed for the purpose of 
inspecting and accrediting laundries processing healthcare textiles for hospitals, nursing homes and other 
healthcare facilities.  For more informatio, www.hlacnet.org,  on Twitter @NewsHlac. 
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