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APIC 2019, Booth #1738:

HLAC Aims to Increase Awareness
Among IPs Of Laundry's Role in

Infection Prevention Strategy

PLAINFIELD, IL  - June 4, 2019 - The Healthcare Laundry Accreditation
Council (HLAC) is inviting infection preventionists (IPs) who are
attending APIC 2019 to visit its Booth #1738 to learn why their healthcare
laundry is important to overall infection
prevention strategy. APIC 2019 - Association
for Professionals in Infection Control and
Epidemiology - will be held June 12 - 14 at the
Pennsylvania Convention Center,
Philadelphia, PA. 
            "APIC 2019 is important  to HLAC
because it gives an opportunity to increase
awareness among IPs that improperly laundered healthcare textiles (HCTs)
can pose as a vehicle for the transfer of pathogens to patients and hospital
workers," said Bradley J. Bushman, board president of HLAC. HLAC is a
nonprofit organization that inspects and accredits laundries processing textiles
for hospitals, nursing homes and other healthcare facilities.

"While the IP is the expert in preventing and controlling the spread of
infectious diseases within the healthcare facility, all too often IPs are not
making the connection to the fact that improperly laundered HCTs can pass
pathogens to patients and hospital staff," Bushman said. He referred to a report
highlighting evidence-based strategies that notes that proper laundering and
handling are important in achieving and maintaining the hygienically clean
quality of healthcare fabrics and textiles delivered to the point of care.

HLAC-accredited laundries process HCTs based on the highest
standards for patient safety and infection prevention. These HLAC
Accreditation Standards have been developed based on federal regulations
and guidelines as well as best industry practices.

"The principal benefit of HLAC accreditation to healthcare customers is
the knowledge and confidence that their textile provider is meeting the highest
standards in the industry for processing healthcare textiles, including strict
adherence to federal government regulations and guidelines," Bushman said.
"The customer can expect a consistent and smooth flow of clean textiles; and,
ultimately the knowledge of safety for their employees and the end user the
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ultimately, the knowledge of safety for their employees and the end user - the
patient."
            Also at APIC 2019, HLAC will be introducing a new innovation in
laundry testing and process analysis that is capable of recovering the most
accurate representation of viable organisms (bioburden) on healthcare textiles;
and quantifying the sources of potential environmental contamination on
textiles that are known to come from air, hands, hard surfaces, and in water
systems.

"We believe IPs would want to know that their laundry is HLAC
accredited and that it regularly employs HLAC innovations like our new
process analysis tools - this provides documented evidence that the laundry is
operating to the highest standards for infection prevention and patient safety,"
Bushman said.  

About HLAC

The Healthcare Laundry Accreditation Council (HLAC) is a nonprofit organization formed for the
purpose of inspecting and accrediting laundries processing healthcare textiles for hospitals,
nursing homes and other healthcare facilities.  Visit www.hlacnet.org and on Twitter @NewsHlac.
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