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Citing Numerous Benefits of Accreditation,
Shared Hospital Services 'Re-ups' with HLAC 

PLAINFIELD, IL - May 25, 2017 - Healthcare laundry Shared Hospital Services
(SHS) of Portsmouth, VA, recently underwent - and passed - a voluntary
inspection of its complete textile processing cycle, paving the way for re-
accreditation by the Healthcare Laundry Accreditation Council.

 
HLAC is a nonprofit organization that inspects and accredits laundries that
process reusable textiles for hospitals, nursing homes and other healthcare
facilities - based on the highest, professionally recognized standards for patient
safety and infection prevention.
 
"We 're-upped' with HLAC because of the many benefits of accreditation for us
and on behalf of our healthcare customers," said Charles Berge, SHS president
and general manager. SHS re-accreditation is good until 2020. "The process of
getting HLAC accreditation makes us a stronger team - smarter and more
competent in the processing of healthcare textiles. This, in turn, enables us to
provide our customers with an improved level of service that ultimately benefits
patient safety. It enables us to become an important partner to our customers'
infection prevention strategies."

 
The accreditation comes after a voluntary inspection of the SHS facility by an
independent contractor who has received training of  HLAC standards and
inspection guidelines, which have been developed based on federal regulations
and guidelines as well as best industry practices. The inspection includes a
physical walk-through of the entire plant plus a complete review of a laundry's
complete textile processing cycle: from handling and transporting soiled
healthcare textiles, to in-plant processing and delivery back to the customer.

 
"Our internationally recognized standards can be too tough for some healthcare
laundries to meet," said John Scherberger, HLAC board president. "There are
more than 600 standards found in the HLAC Accreditation
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StandardsÂ document. This fact alone can be a little bit intimidating for some,
but we don't compromise. And, I'm happy to say, Shared Hospital Services was
again up to the challenge."

 
Berge of SHS noted: "We're glad we chose to go through HLAC's accreditation
process again. It actually gets easier as we've raised our own standards to
meet HLAC's. We plan to continue to maintain accreditation, which means our
customers can depend on us.

About HLAC

The Healthcare Laundry Accreditation Council (HLAC) is a nonprofit organization
formed for the purpose of inspecting and accrediting laundries processing
healthcare textiles for hospitals, nursing homes and other healthcare facilities.
For more information, www.hlacnet.org, on Twitter @NewsHlac.
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